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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

We are starting off our second year with our
aim to build a small dog area within our large
dog park at Dogbone Meadow. We have raised
$2,132.22 to date specifically for this project.
We have a way to go to reach our goal. With
your help we can and will do so. We are
planning to place a sign showing the current
amount raised as we proceed with this fund drive.

Our plan for a second Pawsta Feed in March has
been cancelled (see accompanying article). We
had a delay in getting a space confirmed which
meant we started off way behind on publicity
and collecting items for the raffle or auction. We
also felt we needed to direct our energy toward a
LARGER and earlier BarkFest 3 next summer.
The City of Novato has asked us to hold an event
in conjunction with the America’s Cup in San
Francisco in September since visitors to the race
will overflow from San Francisco to Marin
County. Our event will include entrants from
dog parks throughout the county in a competition
called “America’s Pup” (thank you, Judy Ahern,
for the clever name) and the finals will be held
during BarkFest 3.

Another reason we put off our Pawsta Feed
this year was a lack of volunteers. We do have

our faithful who lend their support and energy to
our fundraisers, but we really need YOU to help
us achieve our goals. It is your park; you use it
and enjoy it along with your dog. Let’s work
harder together to improve our park and make it
even greater than it already is.

Instead of the Pawsta Feed, the Board is
starting a letter writing campaign aimed at local
corporations and businesses involved with dogs.
If you know of any person or business we should
target, please let us know by emailing us at
dogbonemeadows@aol.com.

Thank you.

Brian Pearson
President



DOG OF THE MONTH

Angie McGraw and her dog Sadie.

This month’s dog is Sadie, a three-legged red-headed lady owned by our newest Board member,
Angie McGraw, and her wife Lailah Samson. They found her online through Second Chance rescue.
“She is really magical in her abilities to meet other dogs – she doesn’t know that she’s missing a leg. In
fact, most people don’t notice she’s missing her back left leg,” says Angie, adding “She’s one of the
fastest dogs you’ll ever meet.” She was about six months old when they adopted her and had already lost
her leg, probably from being hit by a car. When they got her, she was very scared of people and dogs, and
by taking her to the dog park regularly, Angie and Lailah got her accustomed to both. They’ve been
bringing her to the dog park very early every morning religiously for six years. You may see them out
there at sunrise, rain or shine. So Angie was very interested in participating in the activities of Friends of
Dogbone Meadow and was elected to the Board last August. She is particularly interested in our push for
a small dog area. Having gone through the rehabilitation process with Sadie, Angie can see how it would
be helpful for new dog owners and their dogs to have a quieter place to socialize their dogs. She also
wants to organize some activities that would bring people and their pets together with other dog owners,
such as classes and social activities.

HOLIDAY EVENT RAINED OUT

Anyone who showed up late for the holiday
event found the dog park deserted. The rain
started just as hot cider and cookies were being
put out, and it soon became a deluge. Would-be
participants retreated to their cars to drink and
eat and left shortly thereafter. The holiday event
will be rescheduled in spring.



PAWSTA FEED 2 CANCELLED
Despite the success of last year’s Pawsta

Feed, the Board of Directors of FODM
unanimously voted to cancel this year’s winter
fundraiser in order to use its collective energy to
try to get substantial corporate donations for the
small dog park. . There were several other
reasons for the cancellation. As noted in the
President’s Letter, “… a delay in getting a space
confirmed … meant we started off way behind
on publicity and collecting items for the raffle or
auction.” The Board didn’t think it could throw
a great event with comparatively little time.
They also felt it was too soon after BarkFest 2
and too close to BarkFest 3 to ask repeat donors
for raffle items. Also, this year BarkFest 3 will
be bigger and earlier, which meant kicking into
high gear immediately after the Pawsta Feed.
Another nail in the coffin was that there are so
many other “feeds” in February and March with
which the Pawsta Feed would be competing for
attendees from the general community.

But the biggest reason was a lack of
volunteers. The faithful few who regularly
lend their support and energy to our
fundraisers are getting tired, and – since no
good deed goes unpunished – one of best and
favorite volunteers, was sent flying by two
dogs playing at the dog park; she had to have
surgery for a broken leg. “It’s impossible for
the Board and a few volunteers to carry the
whole weight,” says Secretary/Treasurer
Courtney Flavin. “It was starting to look like
the responsibility for the Pawsta Feed would
fall on the same shoulders as all our previous
fundraisers, and that isn’t good.” The Board
plans to reinstate the Pawsta Feed next year.

VOLUNTEERS ALWAYS NEEDED

Could you spare an hour a week to help
your dog park? We need help with specific
tasks: publicity, in particular help with
promoting BarkFest 3, a website person, a
social media person, fundraisers, judges for
the contests at BarkFest 3, and an activity
coordinator. To volunteer, call 415-827-0097
or email dogbonemeadows@aol.com.

WHY DO WE HAVE MOLDY
WALNUTS AT DOGBONE

MEADOW AND WHAT CAN BE
DONE ABOUT THEM?

There are concerns at the dog park about
the potential danger from the fallen walnuts
and rightfully so. Walnuts are not usually
toxic, but if they get moldy and are ingested
by dogs, the dogs can get sick. Right now,
the rain has made the fallen walnuts soft with
the potential for mold. It would be nice if dog
park users would pick up a half a dozen
walnuts – feel free to use a dog poop bag for
this purpose – each time they visit the park.
Then the walnut problem would be gone in no
time.

Why were walnut trees chosen for a dog
park? Well, back when Dogbone Meadow
was being constructed, it was not universally
known about the moldy walnut problem, and
since the trees most likely were donated, there
might not have been a choice. Walnut trees
are lovely, and we have been lucky that all
but one of the trees planted by the Eagle
Scouts survived. But now we have to be
vigilant if the combination of rain and walnuts
causes a dangerous situation. So please help
keep the dog park safe and pick a few up.

DOG PARK USERS NEED TO BE
VIGILANT

As the recent accident at the dog park reminds us,
it is important for everyone to be aware of what
is going on around them at all times. In this case,
it was just two dogs playing and there was no
reason to think anything untoward could happen.
But they knocked over our friend Fran Craig and
sent her to the hospital.

If you bring children as well as dogs to Dogbone
Meadow, you have even more to keep track of:
your children, your dog(s), yourself. As the
weather warms up and even more people and
dogs are using the park, please take extra note of
what is happening in front, behind, and on both
sides of you.



UPCOMING EVENTS

BOARD MEETING
(Anyone can attend!)

February 9, 2013 at 2:30 p.m. at
Mi Pueblo Restaurant

905 Grant Avenue

BECOME A MEMBER OF FRIENDS OF DOGBONE MEADOW

Name ___________________________________________________________

Street ___________________________________________________________

City/Zip___________________________________________________________

Telephone___________________________________________________________

Email___________________________________________________________

Dog’s name ___________________________________________________________

Voting membership ($26) _______ Send to:
Or
Associate membership ($13) _______ Friends of Dogbone Meadow
And/or P.O. Box 773
Donation ________ Novato, California 94948

TOTAL: ________


