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DOGBONE MEADOW

A  C o m m u n i t y  f o r  d o g s  a n d  t h e i r  p e o p l e

THE FRIENDS OF DOGBONE MEADOW IS 

A NONPROFIT GROUP DEDICATED TO 

SUPPORT AND MAINTAIN THE PARK

    BRIAN PRESENTS THE FIRST CHECK TO THE CITY MAYOR

                                  

he City Council was 
pleasantly surprised 

when the Friends of 
Dogbone Meadow 
presented their first check 
for $1,000 to the City of 
Novato to offset the cost 
of maintenance and 
improvements at Dogbone 
Meadow.  
 President Brian Pearson 
gave a little history of the 
group and described plans 
for work parties – and
more donations – in the 
future. 
Pictured above is 
President Pro Tem Brian 
Pearson and Mayor Pro 
Tem Denise Athas. 

******************************

ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE

To all members-our first 
annual meeting is coming 
up. It is scheduled for the 
second Saturday in 
September. (Time and 
place to be announced.)  
We will be either re-electing 
the present board or 
electing new officers. Only 
active members may vote 
(so join now).  Please plan 
to attend. We need you!
 

 
                             

Question: A couple of weeks ago, when 
a friend came over to drop something off, 
my dogs, who have seen this person many 
many times,  starting barking, growling 
and acting very aggressively towards her. I 
have a lot of deliveries and service people 
over, ones who have never met my dogs, 
yet they always get their stuffed animals 
and can't wait for them to come inside and 
play, with their tails just a wagging. 
However, on this day something wasn't 
right. There is no doubt in my mind that if 
they had gotten through the screen, they 
would have bitten her!  What's up with 
that? Thanks, K

Answer: Dear K, Excellent question, and 
thank you for writing in.  There can be 
several reasons for this seemingly 
unwarranted behavior. The first, most 
common, yet undetectable to the human 
eye, is energy.  While you may be steadily 
focused on the sight of your friend, 
because that is how humans recognize one 
another, your dog is feeling the energy. You 
will have to use your 3rd eye, so to speak, 
and watch the energy.  80 percent of 
communication is non-verbal in humans; 
for dogs, it is about 90 percent energy, and 
the rest is smell.  Next time you see that 
reaction I would suggest that you calmly 
ask your friend to step outside. Ask her 
how she is doing, take a deep breath, and 
ask her to reenter with you, calm and 
confident.  You also may want to ask if she 
has any new animals in her life.  The smell 
of an unfamiliar critter to a dog that is 
familiar with you only, may provoke a 
reaction that is not typical of the animal  I 
hope that helps.  Thank you again for 
writing. I encourage everyone to keep 
writing.  Best to you K.                              

Please email your questions to 
info@dogbonemeadow.org, put in the 
subject line “K-9 Corner” 

T

K-9 Corner
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                     *******  Your Advertisement  *******
Members $20 for 2 Issues" Corporate Rate $50 1 Issue" Non Members $20 for 1 

  A Letter From The  
        President 

I wish to thank all the people 
of the dog park who have 
joined with us in our efforts 
to keep our dog park one of 
the best in the Bay Area.  In 
February, three of us started 
Friends of Dogbone Meadow 
and now in June we are 60 
paid members strong.  I 
strongly urge anyone reading 
this newsletter who has not 
joined and/or sent in a 
donation to please consider 
doing so.

  I am very happy to report 
that we have raised enough 
money to fund our application 
for an IRS charitable donation 
exemption for everyone who 
contributes to our group. We 
have also made a public 
presentation of $1000.00 to 
the City Council of Novato to 
offset the maintenance of our 
park. We have made great 
strides in a few months and 
now we need to make even 
greater ones. 

  We really need volunteers.  
We need dog owners to step 
up and volunteer their time, 
expertise and enthusiasm. 

  Whether it is helping to plan 
a fundraiser, assisting at a 
sale, heading up or assisting 
with work parties at the dog 

park … WE NEED YOU!               
And we need your ideas.

     We are still in negotiations 
with the Community Garden 
Group under the auspices of 
the City of Novato.  We have 
been requested not to disclose 
the details of these 
negotiations until some sort 
of plans can be approved by 
various departments at City 
Hall.   Once we are given the 
go ahead, we will advise you 
immediately.

  Our Board meetings are held 
every second Thursday at 
various restaurants in Novato.  
We meet for lunch and 
conduct our meetings at that 
time.  Our meetings are open 
to the entire membership of 
Friends of Dogbone Meadow 
and to any of the public who 
may want to attend.  Please 
come and bring your ideas.  
Our next meeting is July 7 at 
Ghiranghelli Restaurant in the 
Novato Post Office shopping 
center.  If you wish to join us, 
we simply ask that you let us 
know so we can inform the 
restaurant of the number of 
people to expect.  

  You can reach us at 
Dogbonemeadows@aol.com 
or by telling any of the 
directors you see at the Park:  
Judy Ahern, Courtney Flavin, 
Terra Hall, Ed Shelley or 
myself.  
   We have great plans for the 

park.  First off we want to 
clean it up, get some trees 
pruned, organize work parties 
to clean up the walnuts (are 
you aware that moldy walnuts 
are toxic to dogs?) and to get 
the dog park back into first 
class shape.   
Will you join us?
 Thanks to you all!!
      Brian Pearson
  President – pro tem
Friends of Dogbone Meadow
******************
       ADVERTISE HERE

MEMBERS $20/2 ISSUES

NON MEMBERS $20/1 ISSUE

CORPORATION $50/1 ISSUE      
******************
    Members' Corner
The FODM Newsletter is 
starting a section that will be 
devoted to 
members' activities (you can 
use it to announce garage 
sales, request dog-related 
information, promote your 
latest novel).  Just email your 
announcement to  
dogbonemeadows@aol.com 
by the third week of the 
month.
This month we would like to 
note that a dog belonging to 
one of our members was 
injured at the park and she 
needs help.  Please check the 
bulletin board between the 
water faucet and the water 
fountain for details.
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Myana & Lily & Bella
By Matt Kratoville

ost afternoons you can find
Myana circling the track at 

Dogbone Meadow with her two 
poodles, Bella and Lily.  Myana’s 
been bringing her dogs to Dogbone 
Meadow for a good six years.  
Initially, she hesitated to take two 
small dogs to the dog park.  On 
their first visit, when the other dogs 
came to say hello at the gate, Lily 
backed up against the fence, raised 
her front paws, and howled.  But 
she soon learned that the other dogs 
were friendly.  In fact, once Lily 
and a border collie had a game of 
chase, and Lily -- with her long 
legs and big feet – was faster.  She 
also zigzagged to keep ahead of the 
border collie.  
  Myana averages six laps at least 
five times a week with her faithful 
poodles, rain or shine.  In the cold 
weather, Bella and Lily are dressed 
in sweaters, and in hot weather 
they are cooled off with a spray of 
water.  Myana’s cat, Milo, always 
wants to come along to the dog 
park, but Myana explains that no 
cats are allowed. 
  Myana is proud that in all the time 
she’s been coming to the dog park, 

there has never been an incident 
involving her two dogs.  Bella and 
Lily say just seem to get along 
great with the other dogs.  
  Myana likes to remind everyone 
that dog owners have a tendency to 
live six to seven years longer than 
most folks.  She’s enthusiastic  

about Dogbone Meadow.  She 
hopes that all the dog owners will 
remember to keep their dogs 
leashed in the parking lot before 
and after visiting Dogbone 
Meadow.  

M

Myana leashes her dogs in the parking 
lot to and from the car.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 
adipiscing elit, set eiusmod tempor incidunt

Mauris pretium eget aliquet, lectus 
tincidunt. Porttitor mollis imperdiet libero 
senectus pulvinar. Etiam molestie mauris 
ligula eget laoreet, vehicula eleifend. 
Repellat orci eget erat et, sem cum, 
ultricies amet eleifend dolor nullam erat, 
malesuada est leo ac. Varius natoque 
turpis elementum est. Duis montes, tellus 
lobortis lacus amet arcu et. In vitae vel, 
wisi at, id praesent bibendum libero 
praegravida mollis. Tortor vitae tortor mauris ligula eros wisi facilisis.  Etiam molestie 
mauris ligula eget laoreet, vehicula eleifend. Repellat orci eget erat et, sem erat ac.
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                           Myana with her dogs Lily and Bella

A walk at Dogbone Meadow



FRIENDS OF DOGBONE  MEADOW

                  P.O. Box 773

           Novato, CA 94948

A WARNING ABOUT LEPTOSPIROSIS 

MEMBERSHIP FORM

Name  ______________________________________________________________
 
Street  ______________________________________________________________
 
City/Zip_____________________________________________________________
 
Telephone____________________________________________________________
 
Email_______________________________________________________________
 
Dog’s name ___________________________________________________________
 
 
Voting membership ($10)                   _______                                                                            Send to:
Or
Associate membership ($5)                _______                                                                   Friends of Dogbone Meadow
And/or                                                                                                                                         P.O. Box 773
Donation                                              _______                                                                    Novato, California  94948
 
TOTAL:                                               _______

                            

                                          LEPTOSPIROSIS

  Leptospirosis is a bacterial infection that is one of the serious dog illnesses, 
especially for the puppies younger than six months, as they are more likely to 
develop the life threatening complications. It is relatively common in dogs, and 
in recent years, there has been an increase in the number of cases of canine 
leptospirosis, especially in certain parts of United States and Canada.  Marin 
County is seeing an increase in the number of cases.

  Leptospirosis is more common during warm and wet weather. High rainfall is 
another favorable factor for the survival and spread of bacteria that causes 
leptospirosis. In general, dogs that have an increased likelihood of coming in 
contact with infected urine of the carrier animals like, rodents and raccoons, 
(moles and gophers live in Dogbone Meadow, and deer roam there at night.) 

  The disease is transmitted through contact with the infected body fluids, more 
commonly urine, of the infected animals.  Even contact with contaminated 
water and soil can cause the disease.  

  Fortunately, there is a vaccine for Leptospirosis.  It should be given annually 
(the first time your dog will get a booster shot in addition to the vaccination).  
Since humans can also get leptospirosis, dog owners should give serious 
consideration to getting their dog(s) vaccinated.

JOIN * VOLUNTEER * DONATE

   PARTICIPATE IN YOUR PARK
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