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  KEEP THIS NUMBER HANDY
             888-426-4435
    That's the number for the 
ASPCA Poison Control Hotline. 
I had to use it recently when our 
dog, Oliver, slurped up some 
linseed oil. I shouldn't have left it 
out, but it hadn't occurred to me 
that a dog would be
interested. He didn't even sniff it -- 
just lapped it up. I pulled him back 
into the house and dashed back to 
find the container. It didn't say 
"poison," but it said "INEDIBLE" 
and said what to do if a person 
ingested it or got it on his skin, all 
of which sounded bad. I called the 
hotline and got immediate 
help. The intake person took down 
all Oliver's vital information along 
with how much he had drunk and 
how long ago and the name of the 
product.  Within a couple of 
minutes I had my answer from the 
vet; and fortunately it was that the 
amount he drank wasn't going to 
damage vital organs.  I was given 
a lot of information about what to 
do to ease potential discomfort and 
what to watch out for that would 
mean I had to take him to the 
emergency room.  
 There is a $65 charge for the 
service, but it was not discussed 
until after everything was resolved, 
and it seemed like a bargain to me 
to get such essential information 
so quickly and calmly.
 
Courtney Flavin

Dog News

                                    STUDENTS PLANT TREE            
On May 2, students from San Marin High School joined members of the                                                                             
Friends of Dogbone Meadow in a park cleanup day. Accompanied by their 
music teacher, the 14 students helped prune trees, hand weed, rake, 
clean up graffiti and generally make the park sparkle.                                                        
Led by Bill Craig on electric saw, our master of pruning, the kids dragged 
the cut boughs across the park to the service gates. Other students, led 
by Courtney Flaven, Judy Ahern, Fran Craig, Raul Carter, Ed Shelley and 
Alan Rosenbloom, weeded and cleaned. Several other members of 
FODM joined in wielding rakes and weeding forks.                              
FODM provided sandwiches, apples, cookies and drinks to the hard 
workers. The last item on the work list was to have a donated blue spruce 
planted. This job was enthusiastically carried out by the students and the 
tree was dedicated to the Senior Class of 2012 of San Marin High School.

                                                                          Thank you to Edna              
        Scheller for the donation 
       of the blue spruce.
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 LETTER FROM THE 
PRESIDENT:
  This has been a great month 
for Dogbone Meadows.  First 
we had seniors from San 
Marin High School come to 
the park for their community 
service project. They joined 
with our volunteers and 
Board members to weed, 
rake, prune and generally 
clean up the park (see 
article). When they finished, 
our park looked GREAT!!!
  Next we got the news from 
the Parks, Recreation and 
Community Services that the 
garden group will NOT be 
putting the road through the 
park to access their proposed 
leased area next to us. At first 
we were overjoyed! Sure it 
means it is up to us to get the 
small dog area constructed on 
our own (although the City of 
Novato is looking into how 
much it would cost to 
construct in case some 
municipal money can be 
found), but I know with the 
help of our members and 
others we can do that! 
However, the Garden Group 
wants to return to their 
original plan, which means 
taking a small slice out of the 
park for their entrance road.  
Now this would not be the 
end of the world. But it 
means that their road will 
come far, far too close to the 
Heritage Oak Tree.  
According to the certified 
arborist we consulted, this 
would spell disaster for the 
lovely Heritage Oak, which 

provides most of our shade 
from the hot summer sun. 
During our negotiations with 
the Garden Group, they 
agreed to move the exit road 
away from the Heritage Oak, 
but that agreement is no 
longer in effect.  If we do not 
stop this, the Heritage Oak 
could die within five years. 
   The final lease hearing at 
City Council is on June 12 at 
6:30 PM.  Please join us there 
to speak your mind to the 
council.  The more voices 
they hear, the more they will 
listen.  Like everything else 
we have attempted this past 
year, we can do it IF you 
support us.
    Thanks for all you do!
        Brian Pearson
 President
  Dogbonemeadows@aol.com
           P.O. Box 773
        Novato Ca 94948 
          415/ 827-0097
****************************
     ADVERTISE WITH US
MEMBERS $20/2 ISSUES
NON MEMBERS $20/1 ISSUE 
SMALL BUSINESS $40/2 ISSUES
CORPORATION $50/1 ISSUE $75/2 
ISSUES     
***************************** 
Have something to sell? Want 
to advertise your dog walking 
business? To put it on the 
bulletin board contact Brian 
Pearson. 
******************
  DOGBONE MEADOW
          TEE SHIRTS                                              
      ON SALE
                NOW!

***Members' Corner****
            In Memoriam
Dog park regular and Friends of 
Dogbone Meadow member 
Sara Huffstutter died of kidney 
failure on April 4 following a 
brief hospitalization.   Sara 
began coming to the dog park 
around December 2009 with 
her small Tibetan terrier/Lhasa 
Apso mix named Elliot; she 
quickly became a morning 
regular.  She was an early and 
frequent supporter of Friends of 
Dogbone Meadow. For those 
who have expressed concern 
about Elliot, Sara lived with her 
sister and they shared Elliot's 
care, so he will continue to live 
in the same space and have 
essentially the same daily life, 
minus one adoring owner.
                  ***
 Mary J. Prato:  Mary was a 
good friend and supporter of the 
Friends of Dogbone Meadow.  
Although her companions were 
cats, she appreciated the work 
we were all doing to protect and 
nuture the dog park. She joined 
us in our first months of 
organization and kept up her 
support till her death from 
cancer.
                 ***
 Kathlee Crary:  "K.C."  was a 
supporter of the dog park 
because she believed in a safe 
place for dogs to exercise and a 
place where they could run free.  
In spite of an ongoing battle 
with cancer, she remained a 
good friend of the dog park (she 
had no pets).  She passed away 
this year from cancer.
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    SAVE THE DATE    BARKFEST   October , 2012 

GARDEN GROUP CANCELS 
PLAN FOR ROAD THROUGH 

DOGBONE MEADOW

   In a surprising move, the 
Garden Group has notified the 
Parks Department that it does 
not wish to proceed with its 
plans to put a road through the 
dog park. The original 
reasoning was that it was 
cheaper to put a road through 
the dog park than to widen 
Novato Boulevard and have a 
separate entrance. Now it says 
the opposite is true. Whatever 
the thinking, we’re just happy 
the dog park is not going to 
have a 24 foot driveway 
running through it with a fence 
on either side. 

  As FODM members may 
recall, the original plan for the 
garden called for a small 
portion of the northwest corner 
of the park to be turned over to 
the Garden Group for the 
entranceway. But about a year 
later, suddenly the plan was to 
take a larger section of the park, 
remove the trees the Boy 
Scouts had planted, put in a 

road dangerously close to the 
Heritage Oak, and turn the 
parking lot into a throughway.  
Word of a petition protesting the 
road reached the City of Novato, 
and it arranged a facilitated 
meeting to see if some sort of 
agreement could be reached 
between representatives of the 
garden group and the dog park. 
The Garden Group was 
determined to get a road; the 
best we could come up with 
was to move the road further 
into the park and create a small 
dog park, leaving the trees 
intact and sparing the Heritage 
Oak any further impact. That 
agreement was reached nearly a 
year ago.

   And now no road! But the 
Heritage Oak may still be 
threatened because the Garden 
Group’s original design has the 
entrance road too close to the 
dripline of the tree. The Board 
will meet with the City to find 
out if the Garden Group has 
revised or will revise its 
original plan in order to protect 
and preserve the Heritage Oak. 
If it has not, then we will apply 
whatever pressure we can. 

   The plans for a small dog 
park have not been forgotten. It 
will be created in the same 
general vicinity as it would 

have been had the road gone 
through. The Board will be 
meeting with the head of the 
Parks Department to discuss the 
specifics and where the money 
will come from. We will be 
asking the Rotary Club for their 
help, and we will be raising 
money by selling tee shirts and 
baseball caps over the next 
several months and soliciting 
donations especially for the 
small dog park. We hope you’ll 
be as generous as you can.

Donations can be mailed to 
Friends of Dogbone Meadow, 
P.O.  Box 773, Novato, CA 
94948 earmarked “Small Dog 
Park.”

****************************
 If you would like to post 
information of interest to newsletter 
readers, just email your 
announcement to  
dogbonemeadows@aol.com by the 
third week of the month.
**************************** 	
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UPCOMING EVENTS

FRIENDS OF DOGBONE  MEADOW
                  P.O. Box 773

           Novato, CA 94948

Dogbone meadows Calendar 

  June 24  12:30- 2:30
  Demonstration by                              
Marin Humane Society 
    Dog Behaviorist 

 June Membership Drive

July 4 March in the Parade 

(wearing your new tee shirt!)

          OCTOBER

     BARKFEST

MEMBERSHIP FORM

Name  ______________________________________________________________
 
Street  ______________________________________________________________
 
City/Zip_____________________________________________________________
 
Telephone____________________________________________________________
 
Email_______________________________________________________________
 
Dog’s name ___________________________________________________________
 
 
Voting membership ($26)                   _______                                                                            Send to:
Or
Associate membership ($13)                _______                                                                   Friends of Dogbone Meadow
And/or                                                                                                                                         P.O. Box 773
Donation                                              _______                                                                    Novato, California  94948
 
TOTAL:                                               _______
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