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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

We have just past the second anniversary of the founding of our group. We have made some great progress
over these two years. We successfully defended our dog park against the garden group’s plan to put a drive
way from our parking through the dog park to their parking lot. Now we continue to raise funds for our small
dog area, for our proposed extension of the park, and for a water feature.

Finally, we are on the verge of having our own website: Yay! We have wanted this for some time and thanks
to Denise Manning, we are going to have one. Once this is launched (in the very near future) you will all be
able to follow the activities going on at your dog park with a click of the mouse.

This month the Board met with Pam Shinault, Director of Parks and Recreation for the City of Novato. We
outlined our plans and future goals and were so pleased at her enthusiastic acceptance of the plans. We had
some good news. The City is now re-hiring. The maintenance division is hiring two new workers (the head of
maintenance tells us that they will take over the pruning this year). Pam is checking with the City to see how
they can help us with Barkfest3/America’s Pup. We outlined some areas where we could use their help. She
is also discussing with Public Works our issues with ADA compliance, i.e., paving the walkway from the gate
to the sheltered bench. All in all it was a good and optimistic meeting.

The head of Maintenance for the City informs us that they will be closing our park once a month on a
Wednesday from 7:00 am to 10:00 am for mowing and irrigation repairs. They tell us that they must close for
the two hours as dogs rush the mowers and are in danger of injury. Also, in the past, tennis balls in the grass
have been split and thrown by the mowing machine which is a danger to us humans. So starting April 10,
2013 – expect the park to be closed for 3 hours from 7:00 am to 10:00 am.

DOG PARK TO BE CLOSED ON
SECOND WEDNESDAY OF EACH

MONTH
Beginning April 10, Dogbone Meadow will
be closed from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. on
the second Wednesday of each month for
maintenance. (See President’s Letter
below for details.



We are still asking for volunteers to step forward to assist us with Bark Fest 3/America’s Pup on September 21.
We need people to help with selling raffle tickets, obtaining donations for prizes from local venders, hanging
our signs, assisting on the day with helping venders set up booths, setting up for our own area (contests for the
dogs), and other duties as needed. Please email us or phone 415 827 0097 to volunteer for these duties. We
need you!

Thanks for all your support and encouragement.

Brian Pearson

IS THE DOG PARK SMELLING
MINTY FRESH? THERE’S A
REASON FOR THAT!

With the permission of the City of
Novato, we are trying a humane, safe-
for-dogs approach to the gopher
problem in hopes of sending them out
of the park to tunnel elsewhere. Cotton
balls dipped in peppermint oil soon
will be placed in the tunnels, weather
permitting, on Monday, April 8,
starting at 10:30 a.m. Feel free to join
us for this momentous event!

This treatment may be repeated
periodically.

AND SPEAKING OF DONATIONS:

IT’S APRIL! TAX TIME! YIPES!

BUT IF YOU’RE FORTUNATE

ENOUGH TO GET A REFUND,

CONSIDER MAKING

A DONATION TO

FRIENDS OF DOGBONE MEADOW

FOR THE SMALL DOG AREA

special thanks to
bel marin animal hospital

and
san marin pet hospital

for their generous
donations to

the small dog area



NOT YET A MEMBER? EASY TO JOIN! FILL OUT THE FORM AND MAIL IT TO
THE ADDRESS BELOW!

Name ___________________________________________________________

Street ___________________________________________________________

City/Zip___________________________________________________________

Telephone___________________________________________________________

Email___________________________________________________________

Dog’s name ___________________________________________________________

Voting membership ($26) _______ Send to:
Or
Associate membership ($13) _______ Friends of Dogbone Meadow
And/or P.O. Box 773
Donation ________ Novato, California 94948

TOTAL: ________

I’m noticing that in our new house my dog scratches to be let in and
then doesn’t come in when I open the door. [A dog door awaits
installation.] I’m giving her a mixed message by saying “Come on in”
while facing her. Even though I’ve stepped back from the door, I
need to turn in the direction I want her to go. If I do, she happily
comes in. I learned this from a fantastic book The Other End of the

Leash. Here’s a sample: How you respond to your dog depends partly

on his age. A lot of young dogs don't want petting or attention as much as
they want activity, and they come up to their owners to get a game started.
Of course, this is when many of us pet our dogs instead of going outside and
playing with them. We're tired, and we finally got a chance to sit down, and
we don't want to get up right then. So we pet our dog instead, gradually
teaching her that although she can't get the exercise that she needs, at least
she can mug us for a massage. The solution here is simple, although not
necessarily easy. If you have a young, healthy dog, then either get yourself
outside and exercise with your dog or find someone else to do it for you.

I say this because a large number of the behavioral problems that I see
have their origin in boredom. Ironically the problem has gotten worse as
we've taken more care of our dogs and stopped letting them run free. When I
was growing up in the 1950s, we exercised our dog Fudge by opening the
door in the morning. Fudge joined up with [another] dog and spent the
morning supervising the children getting on the school bus, terrorizing the
garbage men, chasing rabbits and lizards, and heaven knows what else. When
Fudge came inside for the evening, there was no discussion about who was
going to exercise the dog. She'd done it herself. Predictably there were
dogfights and one tragic death of a dog killed by a car, so I would no more
open the door in a suburb and let my dog wander now than I would a child.
It's too dangerous for the dog and not respectful of other people and their
property. But we can't expect dogs to be well behaved if they spend most of
the day and all of the night in a crate, with a fifteen-minute-long leash walk as
the high-light of their day. So first things first. If you want your dog to stop
pestering you, then give him what he needs before he has to pester you for it.

This book has made me rethink just about everything I thought I knew
about dog behavior. I highly recommend it.

Courtney Flavin


