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DOGBONE MEADOW

A  C o m m u n i t y  f o r  d o g s  a n d  t h e i r  p e o p l e

THE FRIENDS OF DOGBONE MEADOW IS 

A NONPROFIT GROUP DEDICATED TO 

SUPPORT AND MAINTAIN THE PARK

                ROB ROY ON THE TABLE AT DOGBONE MEADOW

 his is Rob Roy. He is our 
featured dog this month. His 

caregiver Raul Carter, is the 
coordinator of the Volunteer Work 
Day in August. We are planning a 
day to work at the park to pick up 
old walnuts, prune trees, remove 
some of the netting on the sod and 
just general clean up. We can use all 
the help we can get! 
Please join us for the Saturday, 
August 27, (9 am to noon) work day 
at the park. Bring gloves, rakes, 
shovels and pruning tools. Be sure 
to put your name on all tools you 
bring.
**********************************
ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE
To all members-our first annual 
meeting is coming up. It is 
scheduled for the second Saturday 
in September. The date is Sept. 
10, 2011. We will meet at the 

Marin Humane Society at 2 P.M. 
We will be either re-electing the 
present board or electing new 
officers. Only active members  
may vote (so join now).  Please 
plan to attend. We need you!
*******************************
 A special THANK YOU to 
Loren Griswold and Mark 
Dunia of Cagwin & Dorward 
for advising us about the 
trees at the park, to Mark 
Mengelberg of Seyfarth Shaw 
LLP for his help with 
our application for tax-
deductible status, and to the 
Parks and Recreation 
Department and Pam 
Shinault for the donation of 
the bulletin board.  
 
                             

Q: Dear K-9 Corner: So what is the deal with the 
double gate at the entry to the park? How are you 
supposed to use it? A: Great question!!! There are 
lots of functions to this wondrous gate if used 
properly. It is a place to leash or unleash your dog, 
grab some poop bags, and check your energy. What 
I personally do is breathe calmly, look at the hills, 
and think happy thoughts. I am personally a nervous 
person, even when meeting friends. I know this 
about myself so I have to actively force myself to 
think happy thoughts. I pick up my shoulders, open 
the second gate, and firmly say "come on, boys" I 
close the gate fast and briskly walk away. Any 
pausing or second thoughts are signs of fear and 
weakness I cannot show. 99% of your dog’s 
behavior depends on YOUR energy. Your dog’s 
reaction to the park and other dogs will depend on 
the situation and how you react to it! If you are 
mad, sad, distraught, or distracted, your dog’s 
natural instinct is to REACT. A dog in a pack (which 
you are now in) will take whatever role needs to be 
taken. Dogs ALWAYS need a leader or alpha dog. It 
is how they survive, it is as natural as air to them. If 
leadership is not established, they will fill the role no 
matter how scary it may seem. So first thing first, 
check your energy! Take a deep breath, center 
yourself even if you are anxious or nervous about 
coming into a new place or meeting new people, it's 
OK. Walk your dog calmly to the first gate. If there is 
no one there, proceed inside. Once the first gate is 
closed unleash your dog and hang up the leash, 
again check your energy. Put your head up, 
shoulders back, eyes forward, calmly open the 
second gate. If other dogs are there, it is ok. Walk 
by them, instruct your dog to follow and close the 
gate. One of the worst things to do is freeze and 
stare; that is a challenge! If you are scared, your 
dog will be alerted and want to protect you. Because 
of YOUR energy, a fight may ensue. If there happens 
to be a dog on the inside of the gate, walk away and 
allow the owner time to leash up their dog and 
leave. DO NOT sit at the entrance and stare 
impatiently at the person trying to leave; again this 
is a challenge. YOU are now creating an energy and 
atmosphere of a fight before you have even gotten 
inside the park. Once they have left, proceed inside. 
Happy confident owner means happy confident pack. 
Best of luck to you and welcome to a great park, you 
will have lots of friends! Best, K-9 Corner                              
Please email your questions to: 
info@dogbonemeadow.org,                      

T

K-9 Corner
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                     *******  Your Advertisement  *******
Members $20 for 2 Issues       Corporate Rate $50 for 1 Issue" Non Members $20 for 1 

  A WARNING ABOUT 
Fanconi syndrome

CHICKEN JERKY FROM 
CHINA MAY BE 
CAUSING FANCONI 
SYNDROME IN DOGS   
            Some Canadian
veternarians are noticing an 
increase in cases of Fanconi 
syndrome.  The CVMA 
recently published this 
warning: Recently, several 
veterinarians in Ontario have 
reported cases of dogs that 
have been showing signs 
similar to Fanconi syndrome. 
All dogs in the reported cases 
had been fed chicken jerky 
treats that were manufactured 
in China.

Signs of Fanconi syndrome 
can include decreased 
appetite, decreased activity, 
vomiting, and increased water 
consumption and/or increased 
urination. Blood tests may 
show increased urea nitrogen 
and creatinine. Urine tests 
may indicate Fanconi 
syndrome (increased 
glucose). The problem is that 
this can be confused with 
diabetes.

What is Fanconi Syndrome? 
This is an uncommon 
condition.  It affects the 
kidneys and causes them to 
leak glucose (sugar) and other 
electrolytes into the urine.  
Dogs that have this condition 

will usually be very thirsty 
and will urinate excessive 
amounts.  The most common 
finding in laboratory tests is 
that the dog has glucose in the 
urine, but has a normal blood 
glucose level.
Some dogs can be born with 
Fanconi syndrome.  But, the 
latest concern is that there is 
something in Chicken Jerky 
strips made in China that is 
actually causing some dogs to 
develop this problem.  Some 
dogs can get very sick and 
even go into renal failure and 
die.  Other dogs will have an 
increase in thirst and 
urination and possibly have 
accidents in the house and 
then they may go on to have a 
full recovery within a few 
weeks of stopping the chicken 
jerky treats.
What ingredient from 
China is causing the 
problem?
At this point we don’t know 
what exactly is causing the 
problem.  We are seeing more 
cases of Fanconi syndrome 
than usual.  (I have had two in 
my practice that I am aware 
of in the last year, and both 
had eaten Chicken Jerky 
treats.)  At this point it seems 
that the increase in cases is 
mostly being seen in Canada 
(but still connected to treats 
imported from China.)  We’re 
not sure if it is happening in 
the USA as well.

In 2007 there were many 
cases of Fanconi syndrome in 
the USA.  These cases were 
linked to melamine 
contamination in treats made 
in China.
In 2009 there was a rash of 
cases of dogs with Fanconi 
syndrome in Australia.  These 
were connected to either 
chicken treats or dental chews 
that were made with corn, soy 
and rice.
***********************
      ADVERTISE HERE
MEMBERS $20/2 ISSUES
NON MEMBERS $20/1 ISSUE 
SMALL BUSINESS $40/2 ISSUES
CORPORATION $50/1 ISSUE $75/2 
ISSUES     
************************
Members' Corner

Courtney Flavin and Kathy 
King report that Batiki, a 
new Indian restaurant on 
Grant, has a dog-friendly 
patio and an $8.95 all-you-
can-eat buffet lunch.  Any 
other dog-friendly 
restaurants people know 
about?    Just email your 
announcement to  
dogbonemeadows@aol.com 
by the third week of the 
month.
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Letter From The President

e are very pleased to 
have achieved so 
much since our 

founding last February.  Now 
it’s up to you!  We need each 
and every one of you to join 
us in making our dog park 
the finest in Northern 
California.
 
That means WE NEED YOU 
to volunteer.  I realize that 
most of you are busy people, 
juggling tight schedules, but I 
hope you will make room for 
Dogbone Meadow in those 
schedules.  Raul Carter is 
organizing a work party to 
clean and refresh the park.  
We will be pruning, weeding, 
picking up dog poop, 
removing the green nylon 
netting that is coming loose 
under the grass, and picking 
up walnuts that can be toxic 
to our pets.  So we need help 
here – old, young, men and 
women, all ages and shapes.  
You may be getting a call 
from Raul in the next few 
weeks, or you can call him at 
650-248-5818 or indicate 
your interest in an email to 
dogbonemeadows@ aol.com.   

Also, we are planning a “Dog 
Day at the Park” for 
October 16, 2011.  On that 
day we will take over the 
park and with help provide a 
fun day for your pets and the 
humans that love them.  
Agility and other games will 
be played, dog costumes 
judged, and there will be lots 
of activities for all ages of 
dogs and people.  At this 
event we will run a silent 
auction and we will be 
inviting dog food suppliers, 
veterinary clinics, and 
groomers to have tables there 
to introduce themselves and 
hand out “goodie” bags, etc.  
We also are planning a bake 
sale with Kathy King 
organizing that effort.  She 
can be contacted at 
A5150mf@verizon.net or 
415-899-9725. But all this 
depends on YOU.  There is 
something for everyone to do 
and to enjoy doing:  baking, 
organizing, booth help, 
advertising, promotion -- 
come on and join us!  
  Finally, if you haven’t 
joined our group, now is the 
time to do so when our dues 
are only $10 per year (after 
September the dues are going 
to $52 a year).  Please 
remember to save the date 
for our Annual Meeting on 

Saturday, September 10th 
2PM at the Marin Humane 
Society. 
************************
   MARIN HUMANE  
         SOCIETY 
    BENEFIT EVENT

**************************

Terra Hall
PAWSITIVITY CARE 

DOG BOARDING/ WALKING, HOUSE 
SITTING

TEL.     415-889-8951       

pawsitivitycare@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/pawsitivitycare

W
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RAUL & ROB ROY
By Matt Kratoville

eet Raul Carter and his dog Rob 
Roy. They’ve been coming to 

Dogbone Meadow for nine months.  
Raul had tried several other dog 
parks, and none was satisfactory, so 
when his sister, who lives in Novato, 
told him about Dogbone Meadow, he 
gave it a try.  Roy really liked our 
park and made sure Raul knew it.  
Roy loves to play with the big dogs. 
Raul appreciated how friendly the 
dogs were and how welcome people 
made him feel.  
Raul has always had pets.  He 
brought home strays when he was 
five or six years old. He had a Yorki 
for 13 years whom he still misses 
terribly.  He went with Raul 
everywhere, even fishing.  Raul 
wasn’t sure he wanted the heartbreak 
of another dog, but after a couple of 
months, he decided to look for a 
Cairn terrier.  He had to go all the 
way to Los Osos to pick him up.  The 
breeder took one look at Raul and 
said “You want a Cairn terrier?  Are 
you crazy?” and told him that Cairn 
terriers are obstinate, willful, and 
deliberately disobedient.  Raul had 
already spotted Roy and replied “Not 
him.”  Was he wrong!  Roy is just as 
advertised.  He isn’t the type to go 
fishing with Raul.  He chews on 
hoses and anything to do with a 
sprinkler system.  He’s frustrating, 

but lovable.  He charms everyone 
with his outgoing personality and 
that’s why he’s our third Dog of the 
Month.
Raul considers himself a caregiver 
rather than a dog owner.  He wants to 
make the lives of all his pets the best 
they can be.  He has three tanks of 
fish “and they’re all spoiled.”   
 A sense of community is very 
important to Raul.  Raul was an early 

member of Friends of Dogbone 
Meadow, but he wanted to do more 
than donate money, so he offered to 
be Volunteer Coordinator.  He’s 
already met with the arborist and 
taped the branches that will be 
pruned on all the trees on the Work 
Party Day (Saturday, August 27, 9:00 
a.m. to noon) and arranged for the 
arborist to fertilize the trees.  

M

Roy loves to run with the big dogs...and 
he holds his own with them.

                                                 Raul and Rob Roy

    Volunteer Coordinator
            Raul Carter



UPCOMING EVENTS

FRIENDS OF DOGBONE  MEADOW

                  P.O. Box 773

           Novato, CA 94948

Dogbone meadows Calendar 

Work Day at the 
Park 
       8/27/11
Annual Meeting        
 9/10/11
Woofstock 2011
 9/17/11
Dog Day at the Park
        10/16/11

MEMBERSHIP FORM

Name  ______________________________________________________________
 
Street  ______________________________________________________________
 
City/Zip_____________________________________________________________
 
Telephone____________________________________________________________
 
Email_______________________________________________________________
 
Dog’s name ___________________________________________________________
 
 
Voting membership ($10)                   _______                                                                            Send to:
Or
Associate membership ($5)                _______                                                                   Friends of Dogbone Meadow
And/or                                                                                                                                         P.O. Box 773
Donation                                              _______                                                                    Novato, California  94948
 
TOTAL:                                               _______
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