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A  C o m m u n i t y  f o r  d o g s  a n d  t h e i r  p e o p l e

THE FRIENDS OF DOGBONE MEADOW IS 

A NONPROFIT GROUP DEDICATED TO 

SUPPORT AND MAINTAIN THE PARK

What ’s  shak ing  at  the  best   
dog  park  in  mar in

DOGBONE MEADOW

 e recently became aware of 
changes in the design plans of the 
group organized to form a 

community garden on the west side of 
the park.   As many of you may have 
heard, their plans include putting a road 
through Dogbone Meadow.  We are 
circulating an informal petition against 
the road and have over 200 signatures 
already.  A meeting of the Parks and 
Recreation Department, representatives 
of the garden group, and representatives 
from the dog park is set for early April.
 
            It became clear that we needed to 
organize to fight against the road and to 
raise funds to offset the cost of 
maintenance of the park.  So Friends of 
Dogbone Meadow has been formed.  The 
Board of Directors are Brian Pearson, 
Courtney Flavin, Terra Hall, Ed Shelley  
and me; Brian is President, Courtney is 
Secretary/Treasurer, and I am Vice 

President.  We will represent Dogbone 
Meadow at the April meeting at City 
Hall.
 
             We are seeking memberships 
($10 a year for a voting membership,$5 a 
year for an associate membership) as 
well as contributions toward 
maintenance.  Do you think it is worth a 
dollar a week to use the park 52 weeks a 
year?  Well, my dog sure does, and so do 
I!  If you can, please donate $52 to our 
park fund.  If that is too much, consider 
donating 50¢ a week or $26.  If that is 
too much, we are happy to have any 
amount.  Just fill in the membership 
form (checks payable to Friends of 
Dogbone Meadow) to the right.

JudyAhern                                                     
Vice President, Pro Tem
Friends of Dogbone Meadow
                                                       

If you would like to know more about The 
Friends of Dogbone Meadow or  have 
questions, comments or suggestions 
please email us at 
dogbonemeadows@aol.com

MAY: THE BARK FOR LIFE EVENT WITH 
THE AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY     

       DOGS GET CANCER TOO 

WATCH FOR THE ASK TERRA COLUMN 
YOU CAN ASK QUESTIONS ABOUT 
DOGS AND THEIR BEHAVIOR

LOOK FOR OUR FEATURE STORIES 
ABOUT DOGS AND THEIR PEOPLE

WE WILL HAVE A FACEBOOK PAGE 
FOR FRIENDS OF DOGBONE MEADOW 
----------------------------------------------    
MEMBERSHIP FORM

NAME______________________________
DOGS NAME________________________

ADDRESS__________________________ 
___________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS_____________________

MEMBER_______    ASSOCIATE_______

DONATION__________________________

Send to:

 FRIENDS OF DOGBONE MEADOW

P.O. BOX 773  NOVATO CA  94948

      THE CURRENT SITUATION

W

 News for Dogs
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Meeting Notes And Brief Mission Statement          
       From Friends of Dogbone Meadow

On February 11, 2011, an auxiliary 
group for the Dog Park was 
created. The Officers pro-tem are:
President: Brian Pearson
Vice President: Judy Ahern
Sect/Treasurer: Courtney Flavin
We have two additional Directors:
     Ed Shelley and Terra Hall.

    Our immediate goals are: 
 1. We will fight to protect our Dog 
Park from being reduced in size to 
provide another group (Marin 
Community Garden) access to 
their parcel of land next to the 
park.
2. We will conduct fundraisers and 
seek corporate donations to build 
funds to present to the City of 
Novato – Parks and Recreation to 
off set the cost of maintenance to 
the Dog Park. In this way, the Dog 
Park will become more self-
sustaining and may also help to 
prevent any City plans to close the 
park. (A year and a half ago we 
came extremely close to losing the 
park. A last minute donation of 
$5000.00 from Fireman’s Fund 
saved us.)

We urge all users of the dog park 
to consider joining Friends Of 
Dogbone Meadow to help us ALL 
obtain our goals as set forth above.  

There will be, of course, no fee or 
charge to use the Dog Park. It is 
part of everyone’s right as Novato 
taxpayers to do so. It is, however, 
to your benefit to join us in our 
fight to keep our park safe from 
encroachment by outside interests 
and to prevent losing it in the 
future due to any more budget cuts

DOGBONE MEADOW USE 
RULES

Dog Park is closed between sunset 
and sunrise.

1. Owner/Handler of dog(s) must 
be present inside the fenced area 
at all times with their dog(s).

2. No Aggressive Dogs are 
permitted within the Dog Park.

*Aggressive Behavior is 
established if a dog bites any 
person or domestic animal or has 
been found to otherwise threaten 
or endanger the safety of ay person 
or domestic animal. An Owner/
Handler of a dog(s) which has 
displayed this type of aggressive 
behavior shall remove the dog(s) 
from the Dog Park immediately.

3. No person shall have more than 
3 dogs within the Dog Park at 
any one time.

4. Please pick up after your dog! 
Immediate removal of feces 
deposited by your dog(s) is 
required. Discard waste in 
appropriate waste receptacle.

5. All dogs must be licensed. Proof 
of license shall be in your 
possession while using this 
facility.

6.  Please do not sit, stand or walk 
on agility equipment. Agility 
equipment is for use by dogs 
only, not by adults or children.

7. No alcohol is permitted.

                                      

8. No posting of signs, flyers , or 
cards is allowed, unless 
authorized by permit.

9. Supervise your child(ren). It is 
strongly recommended that you 
supervise your young child(ren) 
while using this park. It is your 
responsibility to insure your 
child’s safety while in this 
facility. Running and playing 
dogs can be very unpredictable.

10. It is recommended that no 
unneutered dogs or dogs in heat 
be brought into the Dog Park.

11. Courteous, friendly human 
behavior and respect for others 
is expected while using this 
facility.

               NEXT ISSUE

 We will have news from our meeting 
with the garden group. Watch for 
updates posted on the billboard at the 
Park.

Please send us your questions about 
dogs and dog behavior. Terra works at 
the Marin Humane Society. 

 Information on the Facebook Page for 
Dogbone Meadow

Please send  your questions, 
comments, and suggestions to:  

dogbonemeadows@aol.com

                  Or

Friends of Dogbone Meadow

P.O. BOX 773   NOVATO CA 94948

mailto:dogbonemeadows@aol.com
mailto:dogbonemeadows@aol.com


Why I Like Dogbone Meadow

By Oliver (Matt’s dog)

W

             OLIVER CHASING HIS BALL AT THE PARK

            

            BARK FOR LIFE      
    DOGS GET CANCER TOO
      WATCH FOR NEWS OF THE EVENT

    MAY 21, 2011 AT DOGBONE MEADOW

 hen Matt adopted me back in August of 2006, 

             I was sure a rowdy dog. I was so rowdy that they 
said I would be a menace at dog parks. Maybe initially I 

was kind of a menace at that. One day I bit a mastiff on
 the lip. That Texas-leaguer could have had me for a 

sandwich. Instead, Matt really let me know about it. 
I just couldn’t help it. I loved being a rowdy. I still do.  

Matt along with the other dog park regulars won’t let
 me get away with such stuff.

I currently scamper all over the dog park chasing down
pink soccer balls that Matt’s sister Courtney got at a 

Horse store. (Now why would horses want to play with a
 pink soccer ball?) I’m so proud of my toy. I like to prance 

around with it. For extra good measure, I will carry my 
Pink toy to unsuspecting souls and sit on their feet. I 

have fun sitting on people’s feet. They appear to be okay
with it. Eventually I’ll lose interest if I should spot a bright 

orange tennis ball. I can’t help it. I love bright toys. I love 
to play keep-away. I’ll trade a toy for a treat any day. I particularly like the treats Brian gives me when I steal MacGuyver’s 

ball.I’m kind of embarrassed when Matt watches me poop so I try to poop when he’s not looking. That makes it hard for 
him to find the poop; therefore he picks up other dogs’ poop.  A few other people do the same, and I am happy about that 

because then I don’t step in it.  Lastly, Courtney brought me a playmate last October.  Her name is Maizie.  We love to play 
together a lot.  People prefer that we roughhouse at the dog park instead of the house.  I like to play with Maizie.  Courtney 

bought her a smaller pink soccer ball, but she likes mine better.  
The reasons I like Dogbone Meadow on are:  I can run all over the place, I can play with other dogs and their toys, I can 

see people that I like, and I can dunk myself in the horse trough, which is my favorite thing of all.

MAIZIE AND OLIVER PLAY TUG O WAR AT 
THE PARK. “PEOPLE PREFER THAT WE 
ROUGHHOUSE AT THE DOG PARK INSTEAD 
OF THE HOUSE.”



Oliver

    REMINDERS

FRIENDS OF DOGBONE  MEADOW

                  P.O. Box 773

           Novato, CA 94948

Recipe for A Successful Dog Park

MAY : 

BARK FOR LIFE 
AMERICAN CANCER 
SOCIETY EVENT
 *Park Closed to Public
  Dogs must Register to    
  Participate In Events
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